
June 2015 Volume 34 No.2



THE CHANNEL ISLANDS SPECIALISTS’ SOCIETY 
Founded in 1950 

for the study of  the stamps and postal history of the Channel Islands 
 

OFFICERS 
 

President: Alan N. Moorcroft FRPSL 
E-mail: anmoorcroft@btinternet.com 

Chairman:  Dave Edwards 

E-mail: bedenesteda86@btinternet.com 

Secretary: Richard Flemming 

64, Falconers Green, Burbage. Hinckley. LE10 2SX.  E-mail: rflemming@talktalk.net  

Treasurer:  Robert Porter 

3, Nursery Road, Hoddesdon. Herts. EN11 9LA. Email: robertwporter@btinternet.com 

Journal Editor: David Gurney FRPSL 

4, Kingscote, Tree Lane. Plaxtol Kent TN15 0QA. Email: nangurney1@aol.com 

Packet Secretary: John Triggs 
“SUNNYSIDE”, La Gibauderie, St. Peter Port, Guernsey GY1 1XF. E-mail: jtriggs@cwgsy.net 

Auction Secretary:  Nick Stuart 

3, Dudley Road, Walton on Thames, KT12 2JT E-mail:- nick_stuart@talk21.com 
Membership & Subscription Secretary: Moira Edwards  

86, Hall Lane Sandon. Chelmsford. Essex. CM2 7RQ. E-mail: membership@ciss1950.org.uk 

Advertising & Press Officer:  Stephen Wells 

The Hollies. 42, High Street, Tarring. Worthing. West Sussex. BN14 7NR 

 E-mail: press@ciss1950.org.uk 

Competitions Secretary: Gavin Wood  

Green Looms Farm, Martins Lane, Hargrave, Chester, CH3 7RX 

E-mail: gavinwood1@btinternet.com 

 

CISS Internet address:-   www.ciss1950.org.uk  
 
 

Membership is open to all interested in Channel Islands stamps  
and postal history, postcards and ephemera. 

 Membership application forms can be obtained from the Membership Secretary. 
 Exchange Packets are circulated regularly. A Postal Auction is held twice yearly. 

 
A 36 page colour Journal is published quarterly. 

Meetings are held three or four times a year in London and the Provinces. 
 

ADVERTISEMENT RATES IN LES ILES NORMANDES 
Outside back cover: £40.00.  Full page: £30.00.  Half page: £18.00 

The Channel Islands Specialists’ Society 



1

 SUBSCRIPTIONS and STANDING ORDERS 
 

Will members please note the following points:- 
 

1. Subscriptions, which are due on 1st January, should be sent direct to Moira 
Edwards and NOT to any other officer of the Society. A Subscription Invoice 

will be sent in the December issue of the Journal. 

2. All members may now pay by credit card. The amount will be the normal 

subscription plus 5% for charges. Send your card details including number and 

expiry date to Moira Edwards and to no one else. 

3. Overseas members may still pay by STERLING cheque drawn on a U.K. 

Bank. Non-sterling cheques and non-sterling currency notes will no longer be 

accepted. Money Orders in sterling currency are acceptable. 

4. Members who have not paid by 14th February are assumed to have resigned. 

5. Standing Order forms should be sent by members to their own bank and not 

to the Subscription Secretary.  
 

The NEW Subscription rates for the year 2015 are:- 

COUNTRIES  CLASS OF 
  POSTAGE 

  ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
in Pounds Sterling 

 

 

Great Britain 

 

2
nd

 Class 

Letterpost 

Ordinary Members:  £20.00, or choosing 

an electronic copy of quarterly Journal in 

place of a posted hard copy; £15.00 

Juniors, Senior Citizens and Registered 

Disabled: £10.00, or choosing an  

E-Journal: £7.50  
Life Members:  £10.00, or choosing an E-

Journal: £6.00 

 

Europe 

Airmail 

Printed Paper/ 

Small Packet 

Rate 

Ordinary Members: £25.00, or choosing an 

E-Journal: £15.00 

Life Members: £10.00, or choosing an E-

Journal: £6.00 

 

Rest of the World 

Airmail 

Printed Paper/ 

Small Packet 

Rate 

Ordinary Members:  £30.00, or choosing 

an E-Journal: £15.00 

Life Members: £10.00, or choosing an  

E-Journal: £6.00 

PLPLPLPLEASE ADD A 5% SERVICE CHARGE TOEASE ADD A 5% SERVICE CHARGE TOEASE ADD A 5% SERVICE CHARGE TOEASE ADD A 5% SERVICE CHARGE TO    ALL ALL ALL ALL CREDIT CARD CREDIT CARD CREDIT CARD CREDIT CARD AND PAYPAL AND PAYPAL AND PAYPAL AND PAYPAL PAYMENTSPAYMENTSPAYMENTSPAYMENTS    

 
We are pleased to welcome the following new Members:- 2130 Doug Tate,
Berks; 2131 Jim Mitchell, USA; 2132 Tony Walker, Australia; 2133 David
Rolf, Sussex; 2134 Geoff Miller, Guernsey; 2135 Alan Francis, Guernsey;
2136 Jill Flemming, Leics; 2137 Chris King, London.
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EDITORIAL 
 

We can now look back on a very successful and enjoyable Society weekend 

meeting in Guernsey when we again met several of our colleagues from 

Europe.  The displays gave us some very interesting and unusual items and 

the room auction was also successful with most items sold at some good 

prices. 

 

This edition includes some interesting postal history articles and an 

important look at the 1944-45 fortress flights out of Guernsey through the 

eyes of a German serviceman at the time. There is also an unusual look at 

Italians serving with German forces in the Islands during the Occupation.  

 

Please continue to let me have some new articles however short or long so 

that I can continue to maintain a good variety in your Journal. 

Whilst every care is taken in the production of this Journal statements 

expressed in articles in LES ILES NORMANDES are the sole responsibility of 

the author(s) and are not necessarily endorsed by the Editor or by the Channel 

Islands Specialists’ Society neither of whom can be held responsible for the 

accuracy of the information therein or any consequence arising there from 
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SECRETARY’S CLIPBOARD                            by Richard Flemming

Welcome to the June edition of Les Iles Normandes and for some of us the
Guernsey weekend is a distant memory. A big thank you goes to all the
members and guests who attended and made it such a memorable event.
Once again the room auction of some 135 lots proved a big hit with those
attending and a big thank you must go to Gerald Marriner and Gavin Wood
who made it run with smooth precision. Our thanks also have to be
extended to Guernsey Post Office and Stanley Gibbons who sponsored the
two pre-dinner drinks receptions on the Friday and Saturday evenings.

Our next members’ meeting will be the AGM held at the Royal
Philatelic Society London on Saturday 11th July 2015 and all members
are urged to attend. The AGM will be held after lunch at 14.00 and
the morning session will be taken up with members’ displays relating
to Sark (or any new material that you wish to show to members).

I can confirm the booking with the Sketchley Grange Hotel, Burbage,
Leicestershire for the Autumn Members’ Meeting and the planning
for the day is well in hand. For members who wish to bring partners
there is Coventry or Leicester for them to explore. For further
information members may wish to visit the hotel’s website regarding
hotel facilities.

Unless listed as different, all CISS meetings are held at the RPSL, 41
Devonshire Place, Marylebone, with coffee and biscuits served at 10.30am
(for an 11am start) until approximately 5pm. We look forward to seeing you
there and at any other meeting.

Forthcoming meetings:

11 July 2015 Members’ meeting. Theme: Sark followed by the AGM
                                                                                       at 2.00pm.
19 September 2015 Members’ Regional Meeting at Sketchley Grange
Hotel, Burbage, Hinckley. Theme: “Items beginning with letters E, F
                                                                                       and/or G”.
5 December 2015 Members’ Meeting. Theme: World War 1, 1914-18
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GUERNSEY APRIL 2015 WEEKEND MEETING REPORT 
 

For those of us who were able to attend, the ‘weekend’ started early on 

Friday morning with an entertaining visit to the Guernsey Post HQ kindly 

arranged by John Triggs. However, for the majority of the 63 members 

and guests, the weekend commenced proper on Friday afternoon when 

guests arrived for tea and coffee whilst viewing a fine static display of 

material provided by Jon Aitchison. Members and guests re-assembled at 

6.30pm for a pre-dinner drinks reception kindly sponsored by Guernsey 

Post. Following a fine dinner the traditional “Three sheets to tell a story” 

competition took place which attracted nine entries. Those members and 

guests who attended the dinner had a chance to vote on their preferred entry 

and after totting up the ballot papers David Le Maistre was judged the 

winner with his display titled “A love story”. 

Saturday morning was taken up with a bourse and viewing of the room 

auction lots, with the auction commencing at 11.15. Brisk bidding saw 

many of the lots sold at or above their reserve. Thanks must go to Gerald 

Marriner and Gavin Wood who acted as auctioneers. The afternoon was 

free for members and guests to enjoy the local surroundings or even a trip 

into St. Peter Port. Following afternoon tea and coffee, members and guests 

were entertained by Ron Brown who provided a 300+ sheet eclectic 

display of quality Channel Islands Occupation material which certainly had 

the “wow” factor. 

Following Ron’s display, members and guests re-assembled for another 

pre-dinner drinks reception, this time kindly sponsored by Stanley Gibbons. 

Following another splendid dinner, President of the CISS, Alan Moorcroft 
FRPSL presented the Joan Flood Salver to Bob Mallet for his work A 

Catalogue of Jersey Postcards Published by Levy and Sons and Co., Paris. 

This award is given to any CISS member who has produced a book or 

articles and judged to be worthy of the Salver for research decided by the 

Committee. David Le Maistre was also presented with his certificate for 

winning the “Three sheets to tell a story” competition. Richard Flemming 

gave a vote of thanks to John Triggs and Gerald Marriner for arranging the 

weekend at the Peninsula Hotel. 

Sunday morning was taken up with 14 members’ displays. David Gurney 

showed 34 sheets of illustrated and advertising letters from and to the 

Bailiwick of Guernsey from 1840 to 1949 commencing with two 

Mulreadies followed by the very rare 1867 Jersey and Guernsey Rose with 
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envelope, a variety of different illustrated advertising covers to 1940 and 

then several 1930s colourful illustrated advertising covers used 

commercially during the German Occupation when paper was scarce, 

concluding with attractive covers to and from Alderney and Sark. 

Gerald Marriner’s display was titled ‘Postal Communication Problems 

during the German Occupation’. He began by showing examples of 

unsuccessful attempts to send mail between the Islands and England. 

Included was an English PC85 censorship label which advised the sender 

of reasons why the letter was not delivered by the censor. Covers were 

shown from Eire to both Guernsey and Jersey which had been routed via 

London, Portugal, Spain and Bordeaux. Gerald also showed examples 

whereby poor gum quality resulted in the sender sewing the stamps to the 

envelope. The display concluded with a KGVI 1d postal stationery card up-

rated with a 1d Arms stamp posted by the Dame of Sark addressed to Boots 

Ltd in Guernsey requesting tablets for her dog. 

Alan Moorcroft provided an entertaining display titled ‘The Guernsey 

School Children Evacuation’ whereby Alan told the story of the evacuation 

of some 4,700 school children from Guernsey in June 1940 and the 

subsequent placement of the children in various towns in northern England 

and Scotland. His talk was illustrated with newspaper articles, telegrams 

and Red Cross message forms. 

David Le Maistre provided an interesting insight into the Empire Postcard 

Co. of Jersey (E. P. Co.) and warned collectors to be aware of the many E. 

P. Co. postcards sold as un-numbered L.L. postcards. He showed some 36 

images of the postcards frequently confused by collectors as L.L. postcards. 

David pointed out that the E. P. Co. postcards all have a printer’s number in 

the bottom right hand corner on the back in the range 7201-7236. In 

concluding his display, David gave members the opportunity to ‘spot the 

difference’ by displaying images of E. P. Co. postcards and the nearly 

matching L. L. postcards from which they had been copied. 

Other members’ displays included Dave Edwards with his Cynicus Comic 

Postcards 1902-1909, whom David informed us was the first company to 

produce comic postcards for Guernsey, Sark and Alderney. Ray Turley 

showed examples of Feldpost mail and Internee/PoW mail, whilst David 
Winnie produced a fine display of material from the St. Saviours Sub-Post 

Office from when it was opened in 1906 until closure in 1991. Gerry 
Cogger, entertaining as ever, produced some wonderful examples of the 

1795 concave handstamp and beautiful examples of the Guernsey scroll, as 
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well as mail from the Channel Islands to overseas destinations, including 

Hong Kong and Canada. David Laurillard concentrated on the 50p labels 

that he had produced for the RSPB funds, including Les Ecrehous, Lihou, 

Herm and Jethou. Tony Peters entertained us with a brief display including 

AR (Advice of Receipt) handstamps on registered mail. Leo Mayr showed 

examples of Inter-Island mail during the Occupation including three 

examples of censored mail and civilian mail from Alderney to Guernsey 

and a Herm to Guernsey rainfall postcard. Jon Aitchison gave an 

impressive display of the French Channel Islands including WW1 Chausey 

when it was used as a civilian internee camp for Austro-Germans and then 

a prison camp for the allies. Jon also showed several examples of other 

French Channel Islands. 

Henri Chartier had some very interesting items in his short display 

including a postcard sent post WW2 regarding the loss of stamps in a 

collection. This will form part of a specific item in one of the future Les 

Iles Normandes issues. Finally, Mark Bailey showed twelve sheets related 

to the Columbian Consul in Jersey and a further nine loose items that he 

recently acquired for the same person. From the information Mark provided 

it seems as if he was a bit of a stamp dealer in his spare time. 

 

CIRCULATING EXCHANGE PACKETS  
 

New material that you may wish to sell is  
urgently needed for the Packets. 

 

In particular your spare or duplicate  
Occupation and stamp related material. 

Send it priced for circulation to our Packet Secretary: 
 

John Triggs, 
'Sunnyside', La Gibauderie, 

St Peter Port, Guernsey, GY1 1XF. 
Tel.  01481 725847.   Email. Jtriggs@cwgsy.net  
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An early entire letter from British Guiana to London dated 8th 
July 1840 and forwarded to Jersey by David Gurney FRPSL.  
 
Details of this interesting entire letter have been passed to me by a fellow 

member of the Society of Postal Historians for illustration to our members. 

 
Written in Demerara on the 8

th
 July 1840, this is one of the earliest letters 

recorded from British Guiana to England. Endorsed Per Royalist/to 

Plymouth, investigation by Mike J.Y.Roberts reveals that the Royalist 

docked at Plymouth on 23 August; within date tolerance for this sort of 

voyage, but looking at the Liverpool Ship Letter marking a search was then 

made in the London Chronicle which mentioned the ship Demerara arrived 

in Liverpool from Demerara on 25 August 1840.   This is the only other 
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ship arriving from British Guiana that week so Mike was satisfied it fits in 

all respects. 

 

The Demerara was a Snow Brig of 214 tons built in Dumbarton in 1829 

and it is felt the letter missed the sailing of the Royalist and was put on the 

next vessel being the Demerara. 

On landing at Liverpool, the Post Office applied the two-line 

LIVERPOOL/SHIP LETTER handstamp in black and charged the inward 

Ship Letter rate of 8d (from 1840) which included delivery to any 

destination in the British Isles thus the 1d stamp, although cancelled with a 

red Maltese Cross, was unnecessary. The entire letter was presumably re-

directed to Jersey from London. 

  

NEWS OF MEMBERS
Congratulations to our following members who achieved awards at the
Spring Stampex 2015 as under:

Jon Aitchison FRPSL
- Large Gold – Guernsey Sales Tax
- Large Vermeil – The Postal History of Herm Island prior to the
                              local Stamp issuing period
- Large Vermeil – The Isle of Man before postal independence –
                              Steps on a route to a postal identity
- Large Vermeil – The Introduction and Early Years of the
                             Telegraphic Service in the Channel Islands

Graham Booth FRPSL
– Large Gold – Spoon cancellations of Great Britain

Phil Kenton FRPSL
- Vermeil – The Passage and Acceleration of GB Surface Mail

Gerald Marriner FRPSL
– Vermeil – How Postal Communications were affected during the
                  German Occupation of the Channel Islands

John Sussex RDP FRPSL
– Gold – The British Recorded Delivery system 1961 – 2010
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A rare 1838 entire letter from Guernsey to Paris 

by Alan Moorcroft FRPSL 
 

Our member in St Malo, Henri Chartier, has sent a scan of an important 

entire letter dated 14
th
 December 1838 which has been referred to Richard 

Flemming and I for comment. The letter has received the PAYS 
D’OUTREMER boxed handstamp and the Cherbourg circular datestamp for 

24
th  

December 1838. It is datestamped as arriving in Paris on the 26
th
.   
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The PAYS D’OUTREMER handstamp applied in Cherbourg is not recorded 

in the S.G Postal History Catalogue. However another strike of this is 

known to me struck in April 1837. The use confirms that the service from 

the Channel Islands to Cherbourg continued in the period 1827 to 1841 – 

the gap in the catalogue between the use of the Colonies Par Cherbourg and 

Outre-Mer Cherbourg handstamps. 
 

The letter was charged 22dec being 1 dec sea postage and 21 dec inland 

rate for a 20g letter travelling the 300km from Cherbourg to Paris. The 

letter contained an enclosure of a Power of Attorney and the 20g weight is 

confirmed by the manuscript marking on the front.  The Cherbourg route 

was used for mail from Alderney and Guernsey when it was advantageous 

to do so; when no other sailings to France were available or was the desired 

route of the sender.  Richard has raised the query why the letter dated the 

14
th
 was not received in Cherbourg until the 24

th
 and speculates that bad 

weather may have caused a delay.    

 

Note: This letter has been trimmed on the right to enable 

enlargement of the date and signature in this extract. 

 

The letter was charged 22 dec being 1 dec sea postage and 21 dec inland rate
for a 20g letter travelling the 300km from Cherbourg to Paris. The letter
contained an enclosure of a Power of Attorney and the 20g weight is confirmed
by the manuscript marking on the front. The Cherbourg route was used for
mail from Alderney and Guernsey when it was advantageous to do so; when
no other sailings to France were available or was the desired route of the
sender. Richard has raised the query why the letter dated the 14th was not
received in Cherbourg until the 24th and speculates that bad weather may
have caused a delay.
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Uncancelled 1907 postcard Jersey to France 
by Henri Chartier 

 

I have recently acquired this Jersey postcard addressed to France which I 

have researched and it seems that it may have been carried to St Malo on 

the Anglo-French SS. Co Ltd. new vessel DEVONIA on Tuesday 21
st
 May 

1907 and posted on arrival at St Malo. 

 

The �d Ed VII stamp has been struck with a violet French instructional 

mark Par vapeur Angl./ Depot irregulier translating as English Steamer / 

irregular deposit and it has attracted a French charge mark. 

 

I feel this is a rare item from the Channel Islands and I will be very 

interested to learn if any member has a similar example. 

 
 
 

I have recently acquired this Jersey postcard addressed to France which I
have researched and it seems that it may have been carried to St Malo on the
Anglo-French  Co Ltd. new vessel SS. DEVONIA on Tuesday 21st May
1907 and posted on arrival at St Malo.
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Just a simple Fortress-cover?  by Michael Wieneke 

 

I think, anybody will have had that dream “Finding a great item” at a flea-

market. Unfortunately this dream only too often stays “a dream”, but with a 

collector friend of mine from the “Fieldpost Society” in Germany, this 

dream came true! Which items did he find? 

It was a small correspondence with fieldpost-covers; some still containing 

the letters. With a find like that, any collector is happy, especially if the 

“price is right”. But this find turned out to be something special, because 

parts of the correspondence came from the C.I., and the dates were from 

May 1944 until 1945! When reading the text of the letters, it became much 

more interesting, not to say sensational. 

The man who wrote these letters was Unteroffizier (Corporal) Bender in 

1943 when he was a member of 4. Battery, Flak-Abteilung 343, stationed 

in the area of Bordeaux. In spring 1944 he was sent to a Flak-Schule (Anti-

Aircraft School) in France and from there he was sent to Guernsey and 

became a member of 6. Battery, Flak-Abteilung 292 (FpNr. 35503). In a 

letter dated.8.5.1944 he describes his “very rough” sailing to the Channel 

Islands. He also mentioned that he gave this letter to a friend going to 

France, to be posted in St. Malo. 

Bender, meanwhile promoted to Feldwebel (Sergeant), explained in his 

letters the supply-situation – especially mail-supply – in October/November 

1944. 

He starts, that he begins his letter today (14.11.1944), but does not know 

when he is able to finish it, because “it depends on the circumstances, 

because you never know when such a bird is coming down and if, 

everything is head over heels”. 

With these remarks he precisely describes all the hectic events that 

occurred, when they listened to the special noise of a plane coming down or 

even saw on landing. That was the moment; everybody started writing a 

letter, hoping this plane will take it back to home. We all know these 

fortress-covers left without any cancellation from the Guernsey-office or 

with cancellations from Germany (area around Frankfurt/Main), illustrating 

the situation he described. 

In the text that follows he wrote “last time I was lucky, because there were 

two letters for me…numbering No. 92 and 94” ( Soldiers always numbered 

their letters, just to see which one arrived and which one was still missing). 
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By one hand this remark shows, that 5. Supply-Flight on 8.11.1944, mail was
flown into the Islands and by the other hand, that it was not all the mail still in
offices in Germany as it was just not possible to fly all the mail held then into
the Islands. The letters he received (letters 92, 94) also told him, that his wife
did not get any mail from him till now. Concerning this problem he writes “As
I can see by your letter, you still did not get any letter from me. This I
can’t understand, because my letters left together with the letters of my
comrades…some of their letters arrived at the families and they also got
answers back. The first letter I wrote following Invasion leaving the
Islands was dated 5.10., but this mail wrecked in Germany and was
burned, but some of the mail reached their destinations. Following this
we again wrote on 8.10. and again on 28.10. the last one was 9.11., till
now in total 4x mail has left here, as far as I remember, maybe it was
once more, but can’t remember exactly”.
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Which story did the entries in the War Diary tell concerning the mail 

supply? 

 

DIE VERSORGUNGSFLÜGE – (SUPPLY-FLIGHTS) 
1. Versorgungsflug - 1:Flight 
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06.10.1944  Zwei HE 111 sollten zwischen 00:00 und 01:50 Uhr auf 
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Guernsey landen, der Anflug wurde wegen schlechten Wetters 

abgebrochen, die Versorgungsgüter mußten über See abgeworfen werden 

(Two HE 111 should land on Guernsey between 00:00 h and 01:50 h, due 

to weather-conditions landing impossible, supply was dropped into the 

sea). 

 

2. Versorgungsflug – 2. Flight 
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3. Versorgungsflug – 3. Flight 

16.10.1944  1 HE 111 auf Guernsey gelandet, Rückflug am 17.10.1944 es 

ist Feldpost ein- und ausgeflogen worden  

(One HE 111 landed on Guernsey. Restart 17.10.1944, mail was flown in 

and out). 

 

4. Versorgungsflug – 4. Flight 

28./29.10.1944 Versorgungsflug durch die III./KG 55 (Pilot: Hauptmann 

Haßler), Landung um 23:30 Uhr; es sind 10 Postsäcke eingeflogen worden. 

Auf dem Rückflug (Start am 29.10.1944 um 02:15 Uhr) ist Post 

ausgeflogen worden, aus diesem Flug stammen unzensierte Festungsbriefe 

(Supply-flight by III./KG 55 – Pilot: Captain Hassler – landed at 23:30 h, 
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10 mail-bags flown in. Restart 29.10.1944 at 02:15 h. Mail was flown out,- 

mail from this flight was left uncensored). 

 

5. Versorgungsflug – 5. Flight 

08.11.1944 1 HE 111 auf Guernsey um 23:17 Uhr gelandet; Rückflug erst 

am 9.11.1944 um 23:53. Es wurde Feldpost ein- und ausgeflogen. Aus 

diesem Flug stammen ebenfalls unzensierte Feldpostbriefe  

(One HE 111 landed on Guernsey at 23:17 h, restart 9.11.1944 at 23:53 h. 

Mail was flown in and out. Covers from this flight were left uncensored). 

 

6. Versorgungsflug – 6. Flight 

26.11.1944  Es ist eine HE 111 um 00:14 Uhr auf Guernsey gelandet, 

Rück-start um 03:07 Uhr. Es ist Feldpost und Zivilpost (Internierten-post!) 

eingeflogen worden; Feldpost wurde ausgeflogen  

(One HE 111 landed on Guernsey at 00:14 h, restart at 03:07 h. Mail,  

including civilian-mails – i.e. Internee-mail – was flown in, fieldpost-mail 

flown out). 

 

Sergeant Becker obviously was able to observe the mail-situation on 

Guernsey precisely. 

With the first two planes to the Islands it was not possible for mail to be 

flown in. Following this the first letter is dated 5.101944 and of course “the 

first mail that left here” and most likely was burned when the plane was 

shot down. But at the same time his letter confirms that some of the letters 

(2. Supply-Flight) were saved and reached its addresses as we can see by 

his remark “some nevertheless reached its destinations”. Obviously he 

learned from his comrades that they received answers to their letters, flown 

out with that plane, which was shot down. 

His remarks concerning further attempts to write, dated 28.10. and 9.11., 

match up with the entries in the War Diary concerning Supply Flight 4 and 

5. His letter dated 8.10.1944 most likely was not flown out by the plane 

that left during the night of 7./8.11. and only flown out by 3. Supply Flight 

on 16.10.1944. Indeed, until the Bender letter dated 14.11.1944 it was the 

fifth time that mail was flown out. 

In my opinion, this fieldpost-letter is a superb confirmation concerning our 

“philatelic” researches. Once again his remark concerning the missing letter 

No. 93 “I only miss letter 93, but I am afraid it never will arrive”. Well, we 

all know mail which was in “stock” in Wiesbaden showing the different 

With the first two planes to the Islands it was not possible for mail to be
flown in. Following this the first letter is dated 5.10.1944 and of course “the
first mail that left here” and most likely was burned when the plane was
shot down. But at the same time his letter confirms that some of the letters
(2. Supply-Flight) were saved and reached its addresses as we can see by
his remark “some nevertheless reached its destinations”. Obviously he learned
from his comrades that they received answers to their letters, flown out with
that plane, which was shot down.
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types of “Return to Sender”-marks, because the fieldpost decided only to 

send “newer mails”. 
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ANY UNWANTED SOCIETY JOURNALS? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please do not throw your Journals or old Bulletins away.  Send to the 

Membership Secretary, Moira Edwards at 86, Hall Lane, Sandon, 
Chelmsford. Essex. CM2 7RQ for recycling to other members. 

DISPOSAL OF YOUR CHANNEL ISLANDS’ 
COLLECTIONS 

 

If you or your relatives wish your collection to be sold due to 
change of interest, incapacity, or death the Society could 
assist you by arranging for its disposal within the C.I.S.S.  
through the Society’s auctions and/or circulating Packets. 
    
Benefits can be: 

1. Best realisation of value to owner or dependents. 
2. Opportunity for members to obtain items reasonably. 
3. Society income enhanced with commission charged at 

10% on sale by auction or packet plus 2% insurance. 
 

Several collections have been successfully sold in this  
 way in recent years to the benefit of the owners. In the first 

instance please contact the Secretary at 
rflemming@talktalk.net or ring 01455 613826 
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The Augres, Jersey registered covers of the early 1900s. 
by Tony Peters 

In the March Journal we had an article from David Gurney about 

items from the Augrés, Jersey Sub-Post office. The registered covers 

showed some “cinderella/forgeries”.and we learned of the prevalence 

of such with these local delivery stamps attached to the backs. 

Now I will show you a registered envelope, posted at Augrés 

showing the Augrés registered label and two cuts from a private 

envelope over the postage value, cancelled by the Jersey Head Post 

office on OC 19. 1910. 

 

On the back we find an intact strip of three cinderella stamps in the 

same colour, but the design and the names are different being 

Dundee, Manchester and Glasgow. The Dundee part was cancelled 

by the Augrés postmark on the same date, the others are cancelled by 

the London oval registered date stamp.  

I still have also a postal stationery registered envelope, with the Queen
Victoria design, used in 1911 posted at Augrés which has no cinderella
stamp.
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The result: no item from any other Jersey sub-post office with a 

cinderella attached is known. The person who produce and sent these 

letters must be a person who lived in the area of Augrés and a 

philatelist. I have recorded the following dates from Augrés   

registered letters: 

24: 11.06.10, 44: 03.07.1910,   32: 26.08.10, 36: 22.09.10, 30: 

19.10.10, 9: 26.10.10, 27: 31.10.10,   43: 03.11.10,?: 20.08.10, 22: 

11.10.10, 40: 24.11.10, 13: 01.05.11, 48: 12.07.11 

 

Of the 13 items known so far, three are known as philatelic. 

 

The result: no item from any other Jersey sub-post office with a
cinderella attached is known. The person who produced and sent these
letters must be a person who lived in the area of Augrés and a
philatelist. I  have recorded the following dates from Augrés
registered letters:
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C.I.S.S. PUBLICATIONS 
 

Our current stock of merchandise at  

reasonable prices. 

 

However postage is extra and will be invoiced. 
 

 
Write to: C.I.S.S. Book Sales at 64, Falconers Green, Burbage.      

      Hinckley. Leics.  LE10 2SX or Email – rflemming@talktalk.net  
 

1. The Channel Islands Sub-Post Offices and their Postmarks (292pp)       £6.00 

2. The Post Office in the Smaller Channel Islands (154pp)                        £12.00 

3. The Postal History of the Guernsey Sub-Post Offices (265pp)               £10.00 

4. Red Cross Postal Message Scheme with the Channel Islands 

during the Occupation 1940-45 (389pp)                                                   £8.00 

5. Islanders Deported Part 11 (246pp)                                                           £4.00 

6. The Postal History of the Jersey Sub-Post Offices (376pp)                    £15.00 

(This book is reduced from £27 to £15 as staples are slightly rusting) 
7. Registered Mail of the Guernsey Sub-Offices 1968-1990  Vol  2            £3.00 

8. Registered Mail of the Guernsey Sub-Offices 1968-1990  Vol .3            £3.00 

9. Channel Islands Revenues (Fifth Edition) – 1997                                    £6.00 

10. Jersey & Guernsey Slogan Postmarks of the 20
th

 Century (85pp)            £7.50 

 

Also available:- 
 

Binders for ‘Les Iles Normandes’ holding 12 issues @ £4.50 each or 

                                          three for £12.50 plus postage. 
 

Society Ties: In blue or maroon with CISS motif @ £8.00 each plus postage. 
 

Payment may be made by Visa/Access/Mastercard or Paypal. 

 A service charge of 5% is made in accordance with the  

Credit Card (Prices Discrimination) Order. 

Please quote your card number, expiry date and card settlement address. 
 

Please do not send payment until you receive an invoice 
 for the cost of your order plus the postage and packing. 

C.I.S.S. PUBLICATIONS
Our current stock of merchandise at

reasonable prices.

However postage is extra and will be invoiced.

Write to: C.I.S.S. Book Sales at 64, Falconers Green, Burbage.
Hinckley. Leics. LE10 2SX or Email – rflemming@talktalk.net

1. The Channel Islands Sub-Post Offices and their Postmarks (292pp) £6.00
2. The Post Office in the Smaller Channel Islands (154pp) £12.00
3. The Postal History of the Guernsey Sub-Post Offices (265pp) £ 10.00
4. Red Cross Postal Message Scheme with the Channel Islands

during the Occupation 1940-45 (389pp) £8.00
5. Islanders Deported Part 11 (246pp) £4.00
6. The Postal History of the Jersey Sub-Post Offices (376pp) £15.00

(This book is reduced from £27 to £15 as staples are slightly rusting)
7. Registered Mail of the Guernsey Sub-Offices 1968-1990 Vol 2 £3.00
8. Registered Mail of the Guernsey Sub-Offices 1968-1990 Vol .3 £3.00
9. Channel Islands Revenues (Fifth Edition) – 1997 £6.00
10. Jersey & Guernsey Slogan Postmarks of the 20th Century (85pp) £7.50

Also available:-

Binders for ‘Les Iles Normandes’ holding 12 issues @ £4.50 each or
three for £12.50 plus postage.

Society Ties: In blue or maroon with CISS motif @ £8.00 each plus postage.

Payment may be made by Visa/Access/Mastercard or Paypal.
A service charge of 5% is made in accordance with the

Credit Card (Prices Discrimination) Order.
Please quote your card number, expiry date and card settlement address.

Please do not send payment until you receive an invoice
for the cost of your order plus the postage and packing.
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Some Guernsey Postage Due and Instructional Marks  
by Nick Stuart 

I show below three covers which I feel are unusual and might be of interest 

to members: 

The first is a local cover posted without a stamp and marked with the violet 

boxed T mark for foreign letters coming into the Island. The mark is GE8 

and the Guernsey 10p postage due cancelled with a poor packet date stamp 

type GC117 dated 14 MCH 78.   It is very rare to have a 'T' mark, which is 

meant for underpaid incoming foreign mail, on a local letter. 
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The second local cover clearly machine cancelled on 21 JLY 1962 has the 

MORE TO PAY boxed hand stamp GM3 with 3d entered in manuscript. 

The Stanley Gibbons catalogue states that this hand stamp did not come 

into use until 1965, but this is dated three years earlier. It's not an error in 

the date slug as the cancellation of the 3d postage due is also dated 1962. 

Referring this to Gerald Marriner FRPSL, he comments this is a date earlier 

than he has seen.  

 

The third local cover has an instructional mark GT21 showing that the 

addressee was deceased and the GS7 boxed RETURN TO SENDER 2d 

charge instruction. I have not seen the 'Deceased Box' ticked and initialled 

before acquiring this example and it is unusual in that there are two 

instructional marks as usually only one would have been used; the reason 

for non delivery. 
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New Archives and Collections Resource at JERSEY HERITAGE 
Jersey Heritage has announced the launch of their new update on-line 

resource – www.jerseyheritage.org/aco. The catalogue allows you to search 

across their Archive, Archaeology, Art and Social History collections to 

start your research into Jersey’s history or your own family history. 

For the first time, as part of a major digitization project, Jersey Archive has 

uploaded images of its entire collection of registration cards from the 

occupation of Jersey during World War II. These images are now available 

to download on a pay per view basis or users can subscribe to view images 

of registration cards with pictures of individuals. If you had relatives in the 

Island during the Occupation search for them at the website above. New 

records and digital images are being added all the time. 

 
World War One ‘blog’. 
Read the weekly blog and find out 

what was happening in Jersey 100 

years ago. A new post is released 

every Monday 
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WARDROP & COMPANY LIMITED 

Philatelic Insurance Specialists 

 

The insurance for the serious collector providing 
peace of mind at surprisingly low cost 

 
 
What is covered - Stamps, covers, envelopes, postcards, albums,  

philatelic literature, stamp boxes, and other articles of philatelic or postal history 

interest 

 

Insurance against –All risks of physical loss or damage to property excluding 

wear, tear, gradual deterioration, moth, vermin, and damage or deterioration of any 

article directly caused while being worked upon or undergoing any process 

 

Scope of cover – Anywhere UK (subject to prior advice of transits or locations 

other than the main dwelling for sums over £15,000) including postal or 

accompanied sendings  

 

Basis of valuation – Market value 

 

Cost –Anywhere UK  £3.75 reducing to £3.00 per £1,000 

    for higher sums 

 Normally Bank  £2.50 per £1,000 (30 days withdrawal 

        any one year) 

 Bank only   £1.25 per £1,000 
 

For a personal quotation and prospectus write to us at the address below, 

telephone 01376 563764, email john@wardrop.co.uk  or visit our website 
www.wardrop.co.uk for more information including lots of links to other philatelic 

sites and an online proposal form. 
 

Wardrop & Co Ltd 
PO Box 772, Coggeshall 

COLCHESTER CO6 1UW 
 

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 



27

 
Italians in military units on the Channel Islands during Occupation. 
by Karsten Runkel 
 

The defection of Italy on 8
th
 September 1943 - that was factually the end of 

the Tripartite Pact of Germany, Italy and Japan - was the beginning of a 

new chapter for the Italian soldiers in WWII. 
 

During a palace revolution on 25
th
 July 1943 the great fascist council had 

overthrown the "Duce" Benito Mussolini with a simple majority. Marshall 

Badoglio accepted the office as the head of government the same day. 

Mussolini was arrested and finally kept imprisoned in a health resort in the 

Abruzzi – 150km north-east from Rome. After the announcement of the 

ceasefire with the Allies on 8
th
 September 1943 the German Armed Forces 

occupied, in the next 2 days, a large area from Northern Italy to Rome. On 

12
th
 September 1943 a German task force rescued Mussolini and brought 

him to Munich. There he received the order from Hitler (whose role model 

Mussolini was formerly) to build a new government. Otherwise Hitler 

threatened Mussolini to destroy Italian cities. On 23
rd

 September 1943 the 

Italian Social Republic (RSI) was formed under German protection with 

Mussolini as the head of a puppet government. 
 

For most of the 800.000 to 1.000.000 disarmed Italian military members 

who were prisoners of war at first and were called Italian military internees, 

later began the deportation to Germany and to the occupied territories to 

work under inhumane conditions. If you want to learn more about this dark 

side of German-Italian relations you can look it up in the books shown in 

my list of sources, unfortunately all written in German. 
 

The Italians who were still loyal to the Tripartite Pact were separated in 

two groups. On the one hand those willing to fight and on the other the 

volunteers ("HiWi" or "Hilfswilliger") who would like to work. In January 

1944 there was a military supervision center in France that took care of 

about 25.000 people. The majority consisted of volunteers and the combat-

ready ones and less of Internees. Since the Channel Islands were under the 

authority of the military commander in France I assume that the Italians on 

the Islands are included in the total amount. In the German Military 

Archive which is located in Fribourg in the south of Germany I found 

documents that showed approx. 5,400 were held in a camp close to 
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Marseille (Solliès-Ville) for transport. At the beginning of October the 

transport was arranged to allocate them to the different infantry divisions in 

France. The need of the 319
 th

. Infantry Division located on the Channel 

Islands was 772 men. With the transport from Solliès-Ville which was the 

first one, the 319
th
 I.D. received 500 men. Unfortunately I didn’t find any 

other transport documents relating to the 319
th
 I.D. 

 

The earliest document in my collection is dated on 1
st
 November 1943 

which was probably dispatched by mistake. During my researches in 2011 

in the Guernsey Archives I found a document of the division command 

from 2
nd

 Nov. 1943 which states under the rubric army postal service 

(Feldpost-wesen) that there will be issued an order concerning the postal 

service for the Italians later. Until then no mail from the Italians has to be 

accepted for transport. 

The following item shows that this order has been obeyed. This is a 

postcard from an Italian at the Fieldpost-No. 18064 (army coastal battery 

460) with a date stamp of 26
th
 Nov. 43. The backside shows that the 

postcard was already written on 1
st
 Nov. 43, so the regular mail service 

might have started at the end of November 1943. 
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Furthermore it seems that there were Italians on the three main Islands 

(Jersey, Guernsey and Alderney). My items only concern army units, but 

no airforce or navy items. The Italians' sent information which is interesting 

as well since in one case it allows conclusion about their usage in the 

Italian army. 

 

Envelope from the Fieldpost-No. 34443C (2
nd

 Batt. Artillery Regiment 

319) from 1
st
 Nov. 43 (a mountain hunter (Alpino) in Jersey) 

unfortunately without arrival stamp. 
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An extract from 

the back of the 

envelope. 

 

 

 

In the envelope I found a confirmation from his unit which shows that he 

arrived on 23
rd

 Oct. 43 in the unit. His salary was 0,50 Reichsmark per 
working day. If you visualise that 0,25RM was the overseas rate for a 

standard letter you can imagine what his work was worth in these days. For 

comparison a rifleman, seaman or airman in German territory in the lowest 

service pay group (16) already got 30,-RM per month in 1945 and - 

depending on the circumstances – additional money for fighting, clothing 

compensation and daily subsistence allowance. 
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Envelope from the Fieldpost-No. 39959 (driver-column supply-troop 319) 

stamped on 7
th 

Dec. 43, probably in Guernsey with Italian arrival 

 stamp on the back from 21
st
 Dec. 43 
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Envelope from the Fieldpost-No. 16102 (12
th
 Battery, army coastal artillery 

regiment 1265) stamped on 10
th
 Mar. 44 in Alderney with 

Italian arrival stamp from 25
th
 Mar. 44. 

 

Extract from the back of the above envelope. 
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The last item is an envelope from the Fieldpost-No. 34443C from 14
th
 Jul 

44 which shows the Internee Giulio Folli as the sender. Most unusual is 

the fact that the censoring as well as the Italian arrival stamp is missing. 

If there are any documents from Italians in German military units on the 

Islands in your collection I would be very grateful if you could send me a 

copy or a scan. Please contact me via the following email address: 

Karsten_Runkel@web.de  or care of the Editor. 
 

Sources: 
 

• N24 – Hitler und Mussolini – Die Achse des Bösen 

• Die italienischen Militärinternierten im deutschen Machtbereich 

1943 – 1945 von Gerhard Schreiber 

• Geschichte und Region 3. Jahrgang 1994 Jahrbuch der 

Arbeitsgruppe Regionalgeschichte, Bozen 
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• Kanalinseln – Postgeschichtliches Handbuch zur Deutschen 

Besetzung 1940 – 1945 von Leopold Mayr & Michael Wieneke 

• Besondere Anordnungen für die Versorgung Nr. 82 vom 

02.11.1943 319.Inf.Div. Ib 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT MEMBERS’ MEETING AND SOCIETY 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

Our next members’ meeting will be held on Saturday 11th 
July 2015 at the Royal Philatelic Society London when 
members’ displays may comprise anything relating to Sark (or 
any new material that you may wish to show to members).   
 

The AGM will be held after lunch at 14.00 and all members are 
urged to attend.

FORTHCOMING NEW STAMP ISSUES – 2015.

GUERNSEY POST

1st May 2015 - 70th Anniversary of the Liberation of Guernsey
Set of 6 stamps £3.73
First Day Cover £4.93
Presentation Pack £4.63
Sheets of 10 £37.30

22nd July 2015 - Artists of Guernsey (SEPAC issue)
Set of 6 stamps £3.62
First Day Cover £4.82
Presentation Pack £4.52
Sheets of 10 £36.20

Sark: 450 Years as a Fief of the Crown
Set of 6 stamps £3.62
First Day Cover £4.82
Presentation Pack  £4.52
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Sheets of 10 £36.20
Miniature sheet £3.00
Set of 6 stamps £3.90
First Day Cover £4.20

Forts of Alderney
Set of 6 stamps £3.62
First Day Cover £4.82
Presentation Pack £4.52
Sheets of 10 £36.20

ALDERNEY

9th September 2015 Her Majesty – The Longest Reigning Monarch
Single stamp definitive £10.00
First Day Cover £11.20
Presentation Pack £10.90

JERSEY POST

27th June 2015 Island - Games
Set of 14 NVI Postcard stamps to any destination £8.68
First Day Cover £9.83
Presentation Pack £9.83

10th July 2015 - The Battle of Britain – Sir Winston Churchill
Set of 6 stamps £4.21
First Day Cover £5.36
Presentation Pack £5.36
Souvenir second original intaglio portrait Sheetlet £4.21
First Day Cover Souvenir Sheetlet £5.36
Presentation Pack Souvenir Sheetlet £5.36
Miniature Sheet £3.00
First Day Cover £4.15
Presentation Pack £4.15
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4th August 2015 - The Great War, 100 Years - Change
Set of 6 stamps £4.21
First Day Cover £5.36
Presentation Pack £5.36
Souvenir Sheetlet £4.21
First Day Cover £5.36
Presentation Pack £5.36
Miniature Sheet £1.00
Mini Sheet First Day Cover £2.15
Mini Sheet Presentation Pack £2.15

6th August 2015 - Sark – 450 Years as a Fief to the Crown
Miniature Sheet £1.50
First Day Cover £2.65
Presentation Pack £2.65

9th September 2015 - Queen Elizabeth II, The Longest Reigning
British Monarch
Set of 4 stamps £3.00
First Day Cover £4.15
Presentation Pack £4.15
Souvenir Sheetlet £3.00
First Day Cover £4.15
Presentation Pack £4.15
Miniature Sheet £3.00
First Day Cover £4.15
Presentation Pack £4.15

Due to the loss of LVCR, Jersey Post now collects the appropriate rate of
VAT on the various products at the point of sale and pre-pays HMRC on all
orders entering the UK.

Post & packing charges CI - £1.85, UK - £1.94 (incl. VAT), Europe - £ 2.00
and the Rest of the World - £3.00
Note: This is the basic charge only.

Also, please be aware that from 2013, Jersey Post will be charging 5% GST
to Jersey customers on CTO stamps (and complete CTO sheets) only.



CHANNEL ISLANDS
Postal History * Occupation * Revenues

Herm * Alderney * Sark * Jethou * Lihou
Independent * Errors and Varieties

Postcards * Ephemera from all periods
ALL TO BE FOUND IN MY REGULAR

POSTAL AUCTIONS AND PRICE LISTS

Send for the latest catalogue today (free of charge)
and see for yourself!

WINDSOR STAMPS
1, Sausmarez Street, St. Peter Port,

Guernsey, GY1 2PT. C.I.
Tel: (01481) 725209

**********

VISITING GUERNSEY?
THEN VISIT THE WINDSOR STAMPS

“COLLECTORS CENTRE”
1, Sausmarez Street, St. Peter Port, GY1 2PT

Tel: (01481) 725209

Stamps and Postal History * Postcards
Coins and Banknotes * Cigarette Cards

Antique Prints * Engravings * Maps, etc., etc.

WELL WORTH A VISIT!



Grosvenor
399–401 Strand  2nd & 3rd Floors  London WC2R 0LT 

T: 020 7379 8789   F: 020 7379 9737   E: info@grosvenor-auctions.co.uk

www.grosvenorauctions.com 

Channel 
Islands
at Auction

Grosvenor holds regular
specialised public auctions 
of Great Britain stamps and
postal history in central
London, heart of the
international philatelic
market, achieving
consistently high results.
Interesting Channel Islands
material features regularly.

Each auction is available to view, with additional illustrations, on our website,
www.grosvenorauctions.com, and our exceptional printed catalogues are
generously distributed, complimentary copies being available on request.

We work closely with collectors to ensure that presentation and prices meet
vendors’ highest expectations. Commission charges are generous, fully
inclusive,and negotiable for valuable consignments. Contact Andrew Williams
or Glyn Page today at the address below for further information on how
Grosvenor can maximise the sale potential of your collection.


