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75th Anniversary Celebrations 2025 
 

To celebrate our anniversary, our website has been redesigned 

and refreshed. To see the changes please go to: 

www.ciss.org.uk 
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EDITORIAL 

We are now well into our Anniversary Year following our 

successful exhibition of 54 frames of Channel Islands stamps 

and postal history at the Royal Philatelic Society London in 

January. It was good to see so many CISS members there.  

Next on the agenda is our weekend meeting in Guernsey from 

11-13 April. It is not far away, so please book now if you would 

like to attend and if you haven’t already done so. Please see the 

leaflet on the News page of our website (30 January item). 

This journal will be sent out along with two of our anniversary 

publications; the 48-page handout for our meeting at the RPSL 

and a “Profiles” booklet containing background information to 

our 75 longest serving members (see page 11). We hope that 

these will prove to be enjoyable souvenirs of our Anniversary. 

Nick  

David Winnie, FRPSL, presenting David Gurney, 

FRPSL,  with his Certificate of Honorary Life 

Membership 
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SECRETARY’S CLIPBOARD 

Richard Flemming 

Where is time going? So much has gone on since the December 

2024 edition of Les Iles Normandes. To start with, there was the 

CISS’s 75th Anniversary Exhibition that was held at the Royal 

Philatelic Society London (RPSL) on Thursday 9 January. Can I 

personally express my sincerest thanks to all twenty members 

who provided 54 frames-worth of high-class material.  

Feedback received from CISS and RPSL members was very 

positive, with many comments about the range, depth and 

quality of material on display. 

Moving on a month, we had the 2025 Competition Day, again 

held at the RPSL on 8 February. On a personal note, can I 

express my congratulations to David Gurney FRPSL, who was 

awarded Honorary Life Membership of the CISS in recognition 

of his long-standing contributions to the Society. Please see the 

photograph that appears on the previous page ans on the 

‘News’ page of the Society’s website and. 

As to the actual Competition Day, a special thanks needs to go 

to Julian Bagwell, Competition Secretary, for the smooth 

running of the competition. Further information about the 

entries and awards received will appear within the pages of this 

journal and are also available on the ‘Competitions’ page of the 

Society’s website. A big thank you also goes to Graham Winters 

and Patrick Reid who judged this year’s entries. 

Soon we will be going to Guernsey for the Members’ Weekend 

Meeting. Still thinking of going? Full details and booking form 

can be found on the ‘News’ page of the Society’s website. 

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS 2025 
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11-13 April 2025 Society Weekend at the Peninsula Hotel 

Guernsey 

7-11 May 2025   Europhilex, NEC, Birmingham 

11 May 2025 1.00pm-3.00pm 

Society Meeting Europhilex 

17 May 2025  The 2025 Solent Regional Meeting at 

Chandlers Ford, Hampshire. 

Convener: Alan Whittaker 

5 July 2025 10.00am  MIDPEX, Warwickshire Exhibition Centre, 

near Leamington Spa (Society Stand)  

12 July 2025   75th Annual General Meeting; Room 

Auction and Members’ displays 

13 September 2025 Members’ Meeting – Postcards 

29 November 2025 Members’ Meeting – Theme: Letters A, B, 

and/or C 

Unless stated otherwise, all meetings are held at the Royal 

Philatelic Society London, 15 Abchurch Lane, London EC4N 

7BW with meetings commencing at 11.00am. Tea and coffee is 

available from 10.30am in the Members’ Lounge 

Please see the Society’s website at www.ciss.uk for dates of 

news and other events. 

  

http://www.ciss.uk/
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DAVID GURNEY FRPSL NEW HONORARY LIFE MEMBER 

David Winnie FRPSL 

At our recent meeting at the RPSL on 8 February, I had a very 

pleasant duty to perform. Some considerable time ago, we 

created the position of Honorary Life Member in recognition of 

the contribution that Michael Wienke had made in promoting 

Channel Islands philately and, to this day, Michael has 

remained our only member with this honour. Wanting to make 

this honour very special and, as part of the Executive, I and my 

fellow committee members put together a list of criteria which 

we felt would be necessary to achieve such a status. Quite 

frankly, we thought it would be almost impossible for anyone 

else to meet these requirements, that is until now. David 

Gurney FRPSL ticked every one of our boxes and it was with 

great pleasure that we announced at our meeting that David 

would be our second Honorary Life Member, and it was my 

pleasure to present David with a certificate in recognition of this 

award. 

Whilst it is almost impossible to list all of David’s achievements 

in the space allowed in this Journal, David has been a member 

of our Society since November 1970 and has supported the 

Society as a Committee Member since 1974 when he became 

Packet Superintendent (interesting title!) remaining in this 

position until 1995 when he became Auction Secretary. Perhaps 

he is best known for his time as Editor of our excellent Journal, 

a position he took up in 1999 and held until December 2023. Of 

course, David was also our third President following in the 

footsteps of Bill Newport and John Simpson.  

David provided numerous articles for our Journals on a 

significant number of topics and carried out extensive research 
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which has enabled him to write and publish at least six key 

books on Channel Islands postal history, especially, but not 

exclusively, covering his interest in the history of the Sub-Post 

Offices of the Channel Islands. These include: 

The Channel Islands Sub-Post Offices and their Postmarks (1983) 

Red Cross Postal Message Scheme with the Channel Islands during 

the Occupation 1940-45 (1990) 

The Post Offices in the Smaller Channel Islands (1993 

The Postal History of Guernsey Sub-Post Offices (1995) 

The Postal History of the Jersey Sub-Post Offices (2001) 

Letter Forwarding Agents of Great Britain handling Channel Island 

Letters 1673-1855 (2011) 

David has also furthered Channel Island philately with his 

longstanding membership of both the RPSL, where he held the 

post of Honorary Secretary, and of the Society of Postal 

Historians. As he enters his ninetieth year in April, I am sure 

like me, you will all be extremely appreciative of David’s 

commitment and contribution to the Society and understand 

that it is time for him to enjoy concentrating on his philately, 

also giving him time, deservedly so, to “put his feet up”. 

See photo on page 1. 
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TONY PETERS CHANNEL ISLANDS COLLECTION FOR SALE 

In accordance with our generally held belief that our collections 

should be dispersed in a manner to preserve them safely for the 

future and that they end up in the correct hands, we are pleased 

to advise that Heinrich Koehler, Germany's leading auction 

house, will be auctioning Karl-Anton (Tony) Peters Channel 

Islands collections on Monday 24 March (single lots) and 

Wednesday 26 (balance of collections). In the course of 

the following weeks more and more photographs of the 

collections will be accessible on Heinrich Koehler's website.  

Tony is known to many of us both personally and particularly 

thanks to the fact that he used to be a very active researcher and 

publisher of articles. Today Tony lives in a retirement and care 

home. The link to the lots of the collections are here: 

385_ChannelIslands.pdf The items will be offered in a special 

section of the main catalogue. The catalogue is viewable online 

at www.heinrich-koehler.de, and the worldwide sale of stamps 

and postal history will be held from 24 March to 29 March 2025. 

 

 

Hasengartenstr. 25, 65139 Wiesbaden, Germany 

Phone +49 611 34 14 90 

E-Mail info@heinrich-koehler.de 

 

https://hk-files.s3.eu-central-1.amazonaws.com/PDFs/385/385_ChannelIslands.pdf
http://www.heinrich-koehler.de/
mailto:info@heinrich-koehler.de
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CISS ANNUAL COMPETITION 2025 

Palmares by Award 
 

Thank you and congratulations to all the entrants in our 

competition.  As always, there was a wide range of topics of a very 

high standard.  

 

Name Exhibit Title Class Award Score 

Nick Stuart 3rd 

Anniversary of 

the Liberation 

Stamps 

Stamps Gold 88 

Richard 

Flemming 

Jersey Ship 

Letter Mail 

Postal 

History 

Gold 85 

Richard 

Flemming 

German 

Occupation of 

Alderney 

1940-45 

Occupation 

Postal 

History and 

Markings 

Large 

Vermeil 

83 

Julian Bagwell Guernsey pre-

Adhesive 

stamp Postal 

History. 

Postal 

History 

Large 

Vermeil 

80 

Nick Stuart Guernsey 

Postage Due 

and 

Instructional 

Marks 

Postal 

History 

Large 

Vermeil 

80 

David Winnie Guernsey 

Sales Tax 

Stamps 1940-

47 

Stamps Large 

Vermeil 

80 
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Name Exhibit Title Class Award Score 

David Winnie The 19th 

Century 

undated 

Double Arc 

handstamps 

Postal 

History 

Vermeil 79 

Steve Power Postal Rates 

during the 

Duplex of 

Jersey Period 

Postal 

History 

Vermeil 78 

Bryan Elliston Guernsey Ship 
Letters 

Postal 
History 

Vermeil 77 

John Goose The 1948 
Liberation Issue 

on FDC from 
Guernsey 

Postal 
History 

Large 
Silver 

72 

John Triggs Guernsey 
Occupation 

Period 

Occupation 
Postal 

History and 
Markings 

Large 
Silver 

71 

Jill Flemming Churches of 
Guernsey 

Postcards Silver 64 

 

An enjoyable meeting was appreciated by all, crowned by a very 

useful feedback session from Graham Winters, FRPSL, one of the 

judges present. Although society competitions are not necessarily 

written up to national exhibiting standards, everyone present 

gained useful information as to how to improve their exhibits, 

particularly if entered at a higher level. As ever, we are very 

grateful to the two judges, Graham Winters, FRPSL, and Dr Pat 

Reid, FRPSL, for marking the displays and for their very useful 

feedback.  
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MEMBER PROFILES PROJECT 

Bryan Elliston 

The Society celebrates its 75th Anniversary in 2025. As part of 

the celebrations of this milestone, the CISS Executive 

Committee has published to all current Members in March 2025 

a brochure to explain the benefits available through the 

activities of the Society. This brochure also commemorates 

seventy-five of the Society’s longest-serving current Members, 

through the inclusion of Member Profiles, which take the form 

of a standard template of questions, the end-product of which 

has the feel of a mini-interview about their collecting interests 

and the benefits they feel they get from their membership of the 

CISS.  

Individual Member Profiles have been included in each edition 

of Les Iles Normandes since March 2023, an exercise which 

culminates this quarter in the publication of the Profiles 

brochure. This edition of Les Iles Normandes includes the 

Member Profile of Roger Harris to end the series of quarterly 

Profiles. 

The CISS clearly has a great many long-serving Members, 

which is testament to a dedication to their interest in and 

collecting of Channel Islands philately. It is hoped that, by 

reading the Profiles brochure, Members will gain an 

appreciation of the enjoyment and benefit which their fellow 

Members obtain from the Society and the services which it 

provides.   
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CISS MEMBER PROFILE – ROGER E HARRIS 

When and why did you start collecting C.I. 

stamps/postal history? 

In 1967 I met my first wife and her parents who 

had taken early retirement to live in Guernsey.  

My mother-in-law organised charity collections 

of Channel Islands stamps that she sold to dealers, and when I 

saw some of the interesting items, I seized the opportunity to 

cherry pick her collections, paying her far more than she would 

get from the dealers.  Through her came the first recorded 

Internee camp letters.  

When did you join the CISS? What/Who introduced you to the CISS? 

I joined the CISS in 1969, inspired by Bill Newport’s writings in 

The Philatelic Magazine but I promptly went to work on 

Ascension Island, and in the Bahamas where I eagerly awaited 

the arrival of the Society bulletins, and was blown away by Bill 

Newport’s “Stamps and Postal History of the Channel Islands” 

in 1972. 

What benefit have you got from your membership of the CISS? 

The greatest benefit has been meeting like-minded collectors 

who became lasting friends.  Working abroad, I was able to visit 

our American members. Their research was far advanced as 

they had access to American war-time records giving details of 

C. I. Feldpost Unit numbers; we never knew they existed. 

Simultaneously, I became popular with members as I had 

contact with ‘Herr Karl Hennig’ in the Dominican Republic who 

sold C.I. Occupation Feldpost mail; it was only many years later 

that we understood their spurious origins! 
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In 1973 I returned home and got fully involved with the society, 

working on the Committee, organising our first weekend-away 

in Bournemouth and cherishing hours researching with Don Mc 

Kenzie on his Red Cross Mail Service book as well as writing 

for Stanley Gibbons “Channel Islands Stamps and Postal 

History”. 

In 1980 I made a career change from 6th Form Deputy Head to 

Production Designer for BBC TV, but this curtailed my 

attendance at Society meetings, although I still continued 

collecting and researching. 

 

OBITUARY 

David and Moira Edwards 

David and Moira joined the CISS in 1995. They attended most 

day meetings in London and the yearly weekend meetings. A 

quiet couple, their main interest was Channel Island postcards, 

and they formed a superb collection including almost complete 

runs of the Allix and LL cards along with many others. They 

travelled the country visiting stamp and postcard fairs and they 

would ensure they attended as soon as the doors opened to 

search for new finds.  

David was born in the United Kingdom where his parents had 

been evacuated to from Guernsey in 1940. Following the 

liberation, the family returned to Guernsey where David was 

educated. David met Moira whilst at Cardiff University where 

they both studied teaching and, following their graduation, 

David became a teacher, and they took up a two-year posting to 

Kiribati. On their return to England, they settled in Sandon, 

Essex and David took up positions in various schools teaching 
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science.  David was a keen bird watcher and allotment holder. 

Moira was instrumental in setting up a children’s playgroup in 

the village. She loved reading and crafting. 

They entered the Society’s annual Postcard Competition and 

between them won 13 of the 16 competitions held between 2002 

and 2017. 

In September 2002 they took over running the circulating packet 

service which they efficiently ran until 2007 when Moira then 

took on the Membership Secretary’s role which she held until 

2017. In 2009 David was persuaded to take on the role of 

Chairman of the Society which he very successfully managed 

until 2017. 

Moira passed away on the 23rd of November 2024 and David six 

days later on the 29th November 2024. Their funeral took place 

on the 15th January 2025 at Chelmsford Crematorium. It was 

well attended including six members of the CISS. 

Members will remember them for their friendly and helpful 

manner. I will miss them as very good friends. 

We send our condolences to their son Irwin. 

Alan Moorcroft FRPSL 
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1806 ENTIRE LETTER FROM ALDERNEY 

David Winnie, FRPSL 

When Post Offices were established in Guernsey and Jersey in 

1794, no provision was made for Alderney, and mail for that 

island was carried privately until 1812. As such, mail between 

1794 and 1812 from Alderney is very scarce. 

I was very pleased to obtain recently an 1806 entire letter from 

Alderney (Figure 1 below) confirmed by the entry on the first 

page of the letter. 

 

 

 

 

As can be seen on the front (see Figure 2 below) the entire is 

addressed to Ashburton in Devon and is rated at 11d. 

 

Figure 2 

Figure 1 
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Rate: Total 11d comprising the packet rate Guernsey to 

Weymouth 3d and UK inland single letter rate (80 – 120 miles) 8d.  

On the reverse (Figure 3 below) is an oval ‘Ship 

Lre/Crown/Weymouth’ (Robinson S 2) handstamp. 
 

I would be interested to learn if any of our members have 

similar entires. If so, please contact chairman@ciss.uk. 

 

  CHANNEL ISLANDS LOCAL ISSUES 

HERM, JETHOU, LIHOU, 

ALDERNEY PARCEL DELIVERY SERVICE, 

COMMODORE SHIPPING COMPANY 

CHAUSEY AND OTHER FRENCH CHANNEL ISLANDS 

PRIVATE ISSUES AND REVENUES  

Regular retail lists and auctions 

Please contact me for your copy today: 

JON AITCHISON, Old Tithe Hall, Start Hill,  

Near Bishop’s Stortford CM22 7TF, United Kingdom. 

Telephone: +44 (0)1279 870488.  Email: britishlocals@aol.com  

 

Figure 3 

mailto:chairman@ciss.uk
mailto:britishlocals@aol.com
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A GUERNSEY MALTESE CROSS HANDSTAMP …….. NEARLY! 

Bryan Elliston 

The piece below appears to carry a superb example of the 

Guernsey Maltese Cross. Indeed, Rockoff & Jackson, the 

authors of the definitive Encyclopaedia of the Maltese Cross 

Cancellations of Great Britain and Ireland, include this 

particular strike as one of the examples they list of Guernsey 

crosses. The strike is listed as being on a piece from Guernsey 

to Newcastle on 7 October 1843. 

The absence of an addressee on the piece and the presence of 

the manual endorsement “Per private steamer via 

Southampton” (required on mail from Guernsey to qualify for 

the 1d inland rate if carried via Southampton) both aided in the 

misidentification of this strike. Indeed, the black Guernsey 

double-arc datestamp (Type G20a), together with London and 

Newcastle receiving marks in red and black respectively, give 

the appearance of an item posted to Newcastle from Guernsey, 

via London. 

HOWEVER, closer examination of the receiving marks shows 

the letter to have been in Newcastle on 4 October 1843, in 

London of 5 October and in Guernsey on 7 October. This letter 

went from Newcastle to Guernsey, not the other way around! 

Further proof of this routing comes from a closer examination 

of the Maltese Cross itself. The Newcastle Maltese Cross is very 

similar to the Guernsey mark, but the inner cross and the 

diamond each have a break, illustrated as “A” and “B” in the 

diagram below – orientated to lie the same way up as the actual 

strike below. In addition, at “C” in the diagram, there is a bulge 

on the western end plate.   
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So, almost a really nice Guernsey Maltese Cross strike, but no 

cigar!!  

 

 

 

 

   

THERE IS STILL TIME TO BOOK FOR OUR CONFERENCE WEEKEND 

AT THE PENINSULA HOTEL, GUERNSEY: 

Please follow or type in this link to our website: 

Society News Archives - Channel Islands Specialists’ Society 

and see the News item dated 30 January 2025 

 

Figure 1 

Figure 4 

https://www.ciss.uk/category/society-news/
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A CARD TO ENJOY 

Steve Wells 

Steve Wells has sent in scans of a postcard he has in his 

collection, which he refers to as “very unassuming”. It has a 

very nice strike of the Jersey double circle datestamp.  

However, the other side 

shows a lovely pen and 

ink drawing ‘filled in’ 

with various stamp cut 

outs depicting a rather 

elegant lady. He adds 

that it is “of no great 

value, but still one of my 

favourite covers in my 

collection.” 

Thank you, Steve. 
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HENRY JOHN GOUPILLOT 

Neil Mumford 

Until recently, my main collection of 

the Guernsey Occupation included no 

reference to internee mail. However, 

this changed when I purchased an 

internee letter from a Henry Le 

Goupillot and started researching his 

life. Whether islanders who stayed, 

were evacuated or were interned they 

all have their own stories. This is 

Henry’s. 

Henry James Le Goupillot was born in Middlesborough on 25 

October 1924. His original surname was Hartley. It is believed 

that his mother was unmarried at the time of his birth and as it 

was taboo for an unmarried mother to have a child, Henry was 

adopted. Adoptions were first made legal in England and Wales 

with the passing of the Adoption Act 1926. Before then, 

adoptions still occurred but were arranged informally or 

privately by organisations or directly between the birth mother 

and the adoptive parents.  

Henry was adopted by Arthur Henry and Eva May Le 

Goupillot of St Peter Port. Guernsey. Arthur’s brother John was 

living in Middlesborough at the time of the Henry’s birth, and 

it is likely that he helped to arrange the adoption of Henry to 

childless, Arthur and Eva, who brought him up in Guernsey 

and where he lived happily. 

During late 1942 and early 1943, more than two thousand 

Channel Islanders were deported from the Channel Islands and 



LES ILES NORMANDES 

Volume 44 No.1  21 

interned in camps in Germany, including those who were born 

in the United Kingdom (excluding islanders). Henry was one 

such person who was deported in October 1942 and sent to 

Laufen, arriving on 13 November 1942. 

I have a number of cards both from and to Henry. The card 

below (Figure 1) and  back (Figure 2 on next page) dated March 

30th 1943 was sent by Henry in acknowledgement of a food 

parcel sent from his parents.  

Henry’s comments at the bottom read “When sending cake, please 

dry well before sending to avoid it going off”. From my 

understanding, the card used is unique to Laufen compared to 

other internment camps because it issued its own exceptional 

stationary such as receipt cards for “next of kin parcels”. The 

parcel text is printed in both English and Polish. 

Figure 1 
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As well as supplies of food and other necessities provided to 

prisoners of war by the Red Cross, the next-of-kin of a PoW in 

French, German or Italian hands, could send them a next-of-kin 

parcel every three months. The parcel could weigh no more 

than 10lb, and could be posted without charge, provided that a 

special Red cross label was attached. 

Shortly before the war 

commenced, and 

while he was on a visit 

to Southampton in 

1939, Henry 

discovered that he had 

been adopted by 

Arthur and Eva Le 

Goupillot, although he 

had no knowledge of 

this whilst growing up 

in Guernsey.  

I recently saw an 

internee letter on eBay 

dated 19 April 1944, a 

photocopy of which I 

have. It is from Henry 

to his parents in 

Guernsey. I decided 

not to purchase due to 

the cost (£195); it has however been subsequently sold!!! 

Part of the letter is as follows: 

Figure 2 
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“There is something I think I had better tell you as its easier to say it 

on  paper than if I told you personally. From information I gathered in 

September 1939, when I visited Southampton, my true name is 

Hartley, and I suppose I was adopted by you and that you are my 

stepparents. I am sorry I have had to tell you this, but it will save you 

the trouble of telling me, of course I shall also regard you as my 

parents, so don’t worry.  

I remain yours affectionately, Henry”. 

Henry made contact with his birth mother and whilst in Laufen, 

he regularly corresponded with her and the Prisoner of War 

Post shown opposite is one such letter from her to him dated 23 

August 1943 from Huddersfield, Yorkshire. It is a standard 

Prisoner of War air mail letter card, which was specially 

designed for writing to PoWs and was sold at most UK post 

offices at a cost of 3d, which covered the cost of the airmail 

postage rate of 2½d.  

The letter has censor pass stamp from UK and the receiving 

Laufen stamp, received on 17 September 1943 

In the letter his mother confirms that she is regularly receiving 

his cards and letters and mentions that Dorothy (Dot) is home 

again with her and that she has a job driving a horse and cart 

on a milk round and that Dorothy had just turned 16 the 

previous week, who I can only assume may have been his sister.  

Some of Henry’s diaries are held at the Hoover Institute at 

Stanford university. Stanford, California who provided me 

with a copy of another Prisoner of War Post, from his birth 

mother’s sister and it was clear that he was in regular contact 

with that side of his family and was looking forward to meeting 

up with his biological family once the war was over. 
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Laufen was 

liberated on 4 

May 1945 by the 

American forces. 

Unfortunately, 

Henry died after 

the liberation 

and prior to 

being returned 

home to 

Guernsey. The 

incident relating 

to his death was 

recorded in the 

book, “Fair & 

Honest” by 

Ambrose 

Sherwill, the 

exact text is as 

follows: 

1st June 1945 

“At 1.30pm. it was reported to me by Mr. Woodruff that at about noon that 

day Henry Le Goupillot had been accidentally shot while sitting in a lorry 

near the Lazarett Barracks by David T. Fisher and that Le Goupillot had been 

taken to Hospital where he died within about 20 minutes of the occurrence. 

I interviewed David Thomas Fisher, Eric Geary and D. Mc A. Campbell, 

internees, briefly and reported the matter to the British Consular Mission 

now in Camp I requested the witnesses to prepare statements in writing and 

sent a message to other witnesses Arthur Winterflood, Victor Gontiel, L 

Jenkins and D. Munro also to prepare written statements”. Briefly, the 

accident appears to have occurred as follows: - 

Figure 3 
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A number of Internees under the control of Internee Woodruff 

and including the deceased Le Goupillot, Fisher, Geary & 

others. were engaged in guarding the Lebanese Prison 

enclosure where there is a typhus hospital and where also there 

are a number of German women prisoners. The guards are 

under the nominal control of the American Military Authorities 

and sleep at the Lazarett Barracks. Just before 12 noon on 1st 

June 1945, Fisher going on guard duty borrowed a German 

Automatic Pistol from Eric Geary and one clip of ammunition. 

Geary and Fisher both believed the weapon to be unloaded.  

Le Goupillot, Fisher (and others) got into the lorry sitting face 

to face. Fisher had the pistol on his knee and appears to have 

been playing with the trigger. The gun went off, the bullet 

striking Le Goupillot in the stomach. Le Goupillot was removed 

immediately to the nearby Hospital where an operation was 

commenced. He died, however, at about 12.10 p.m. before the 

operation could be completed. The guards were not provided 

with arms by the Americans, but their possession of arms does 

not appear to have been discouraged, Geary picked the 

automatic pistol and ammunition in question off a dump of 

German arms about 3 weeks ago and appears to have had it in 

his possession ever since”. 

On 3 June 1945, the funeral of Henry took place at 11a.m.  Henry 

is remembered in a plaque which was unveiled in 2010 to 

remember over 1,000 people who were deported from 

Guernsey and Sark during World War II and those that died in 

those camps.  

UNUSUAL CIVILIAN MESSAGE FORM FROM JERSEY TO GERMANY 

Alan Whittaker 
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I purchased this rather tatty message form from Jersey as it had 

a number of differences that I could not recognise. 

The message form was sent from Frau Cawley in Jersey to Gerald 

Cawley in Germany.  It is undated, but bears the British censor 

cachet and passed P.77. At the top right is the alpha-numeric date 

stamp used in Germany between March 1941 and January 1942, 

dated 16 June 1941 printed in black; no reply on the reverse.  It 

has a number of changes to the previous forms. Changes in type 

size and weight, rows of dots for messages to be written on are 

two dots, 5mm apart, this does not appear on any of the forms 

used in David Gurney’s book, Red Cross Civilian Postal Message 

Scheme with the Channel Islands 1940-1945. 

After a lot of help from a dealer friend in Jersey, who also stated 

it is a very early German Form, it eventually became clear.  Frau 

Cawley has obviously been informed that Gerald had been 

captured, so was writing to the British Red Cross, hoping they 

could help finding his address.  

The letter was sent to the U.K. with the address CC–17042/Hw, 

standing for Cas civil (Civilian case) 17042 (reference  number), 

Hw (Heimwacht - German Home Forces). 

The next line adds Schreiben des I.K.v.R.K. vom 2.1.41 (Internationales 

Komitee vom Roten Kreuz (ICRC) posted on 2/1/41). 

The letter was then handled by the German Red Cross on 16 

June 1941, and passed to the International Red Cross in Geneva 

on 1 July 1941. They would have all the information of Prisoners 

of War and their whereabouts. 
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I have not seen any Civilian Message forms sent from the 

Islands to Germany.  It would be interesting if any members 

have found similar forms, or is this a one off ? 
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1945 RED CROSS MESSAGE FORMS FROM GUERNSEY TO ENGLAND 

Gerald Marriner, FRPSL 

I enjoyed Bryan Elliston’s article on the Red Cross message form 

carried on one of the German Fortress supply flights (Les Iles 

Normandes Vol 43 No. 2). 

Figure 5 
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I can record two later Red Cross messages from Guernsey. 

Bryan illustrated a message written on 30 December 1944 

(number – B22480). My example was written on 24 February 

1945. This form is numbered B23912. This is illustrated in Fig. 1. 

It is addressed to Cirencester. However, it did not receive the  

Figure 6 
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Geneva red circular Red Cross cachet nor a British censor mark 

on arrival in England.  This form did arrive in England because 

there is a message on the reverse, dated 2 June 1945. 

In his earlier article, Alan Moorcroft (Les Iles Normandes Vol. 

17 No. 4) states that this form was definitely flown out of the 

Islands on a supply flight. In this case, the form would probably 

have been sent out on the twentieth supply flight (13 March 

1945) or the twenty-first supply flight (19 March 1945). The 

question is then what happened to the form when it arrived in 

Germany. Did this form ever reach Geneva? How did it reach 

England?  

My second Red Cross message form (Figure 2) is addressed to 

Leicester and is from the same correspondent as shown in 

Bryan’s Red Cross message form. This was written on 17 March 

1945. Again, there is no Geneva Red Cross circular cachet and 

no British censor mark. The Guernsey Red Cross number is 

B24766. There is no reply on the reverse but the arrival date in 

South Wigston, Leicester, is inserted in manuscript - 11 June 

1945.  This could have been flown out on the last fortress supply 

flight which left Guernsey on 10 April 1945 (the twenty third 

flight). If this was the route,  how did the message form get from 

Germany to England?  

Alternatively, this form was held in Guernsey until after 

Liberation. Then it could have been forwarded on the Vega 

which departed Guernsey on its final voyage on 5 June 1945 this 

time sailing to London. I would be interested to know if 

members have any further information on possible routes of 

these 1945 forms. 
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THE NORMANDY MINESWEEPING SQUADRON 

Henri Chartier (Compiled by the Editor) 

The scan of this interesting card was sent by Henri Chartier of 

St Malo, particularly for the clear strike ESCADRILLE DE 

DRAGAGE DE NORMANDIE . 

The card, showing the St Peter Port Church, was posted on 21 

January 1918 to an address in Rouen by a M(arécha)al fourrier 

(Sergeant Quartermaster), torpilleur 340 (torpedo-boat 340), 

????? des patrouilles de Normandie à Cherbourg (Manche).  The 

initials FM abbreviation for Franchise militaire, indicate free 

postage, normal for servicemen.   

 

 

Figure 1 
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There is an additional cachet on the address side reading 

MARINE NATIONALE / SERVICE A LA MER with a large 

anchor in the centre. I was surprised to read that minesweepers 

were used during World War 1, but about 100 minesweeping 

trawlers were used until the end of the war, when mine 

technology grew beyond the ability of minesweepers to trace 

and destroy mines.   

I can find no mention of French minesweeping units during 

World War 1 on the internet. Any additional information would 

be useful, especially to Henri, who adds that in 60 years of 

collecting he has never seen this cachet before. 

 

 

  

Figure 2 
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PLASMARINE ADVERTISING CARDS 

Nick Martin, FRPSL 

This card caught my eye as it seemed to be similar to the long-

running series of PUBLIBEL advertising postal stationery cards 

issued between 1933 and c1985, carrying paid-for advertising 

for numerous different products, services, and businesses. 

This card is larger than a standard size postcard at 18cms x 

10.5cms. It has an advertisement for PLASMARINE tonic, and a 

printed message in 

simulated handwriting 

starting “Docteur” and 

recommending 

prescribing this 

“remedy.”  The card is 

addressed to a doctor in 

Figure 2 

Figure 1 
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Beziers, in the Herault département, with Montpellier as its main 

town.  

The front has an illustration of Mount-Orgueil Castle taken by 

the British Travel and Holidays Association.  

The card is franked with a 1951 George VI ½d and 1d, cancelled 

by a J51c seven wavy line machine. 

I was able to find a further 266 other PLASMARINE advertising 

cards on the auction website  www.delcampe.net. All the cards 

appear to be addressed to doctors or pharmacies in France. The 

countries of posting range from the Falkland Islands, the 

Caribbean Islands, and a number of French or British colonies., 

but very few examples were posted in European countries.  

The Plasmarine company still seems to be manufacturing 

natural remedies for stress and fatigue and is based in 

Corbigny, in Burgundy. 

 

Figure 3 

http://www.delcampe.net/
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JETHOU’S 1963 EUROPA ISSUE 

André Dufresne, RNCP 

When Captain Cliff decided to issue a set of stamps for Jethou 

to commemorate Europa 1963 he chose to have the stamps 

printed by Thomas De La Rue & Co. Ltd. rather than by 

Guernsey Lithoprint Ltd. It could be that he wanted a better 

quality of printing but the real reason for the change could well 

be that Guernsey Lithoprint Ltd. did not want to repeat their 

disastrous experience at perforating a large quantity of stamp 

sheets. After all, Cliff intended to issue 50,000 sets of the Europa 

1963 stamps. Again, the designer was Charles Coker, who 

submitted the first proposal to Captain Cliff (Figure. 1) and Cliff 

settled for a two-values set, 3d and 1/9. 

Figure 1 
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Coker’s first draft for a 3d stamp differs in many details from 

the final issue: most notably the value is within a square 

whereas in the issued stamp it is within a circle; there is a line 

around the whole design in the final version but no such line in 

this rough draft; the sky and the sea have less lines in the final 

design and the bird, a razorbill, is much more detailed in the 

issued version. Additionally, there is no designer’s name at the 

bottom left of the design in this first draft. As Coker wrote in 

the upper margin, it was only a rough draft. He drew a 38 mm 

x 22 mm rectangle at the upper left to show what the final size 

of the stamp should be, and he wrote “x 3½” at top right to 

indicate that this drawing was three and a half times the size of 

the final stamp. The overall size of the paper is 248 mm x 176 

mm whereas the drawing itself measures 133 mm x 77 mm. 

Captain Cliff wrote his comments in the right-hand margin: “3d 

vignetted, line right round, Isle of Jethou reduced in size”. Charles 

Coker corrected his design accordingly and he submitted a 

second draft (Figure 2), which unfortunately was drawn on 

porous paper. The paper size is 245 mm x 184 mm while the 

design measures 133 mm x 78 mm. Coker made the corrections 

requested by Captain Cliff and he added his name below the 

design at bottom left. But because the paper was porous the ink 

bled and Coker wrote “Ink has spread on this Surface, unsuitable 

for reproduction.” We must conclude that he redid his design 

once again, but I have no clue as to the whereabouts of this final, 

printer-ready design. 
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Normally Bradbury Wilkinson would submit colour essays on 

cards and they did so for the Europa 1964 issue. I have never 

seen such De La Rue colour proofs on cards of the Europa 1963 

issue and they are not mentioned in Backman’s catalogues, 

which does not mean that they do not exist of course. 

Imperforate proofs in the issued colours are not rare (Figure 3).  

Figure 2 

Figure 3 
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According to Backman and Forrester, the same plate was used 

for printing the colour background of both values, but different 

plates were used for the black part. 

This issue was printed by De la Rue in small sheetlets of 12 stamps 

(4 across and 3 down), set up in larger printer’s sheets of 4 sheetlets 

arranged 2 across and 2 down (see Figure 4 below for a 

reconstruction of a printer’s master sheet), as shown in Backman’s 

“Jethou of the Channel Islands Specialized Catalogue” published in 

1976 and in Backman & Forrester’s “The Channel Island of Jethou, Its 

stamps and postal history” of 1978. The printer’s imprint appears 

once at the center of the bottom margin of each sheetlet of twelve. 

The four sheetlets can be identified as follows: the perforation 

guide in the shape of a cross in the left or right margin identifies a 

left or right pane, and the bottom margin of the bottom panes is 

imperforate, but it is perforated in the upper panes. 

In the next instalment covering the Europa 1964 issue we will 

see some very interesting De La Rue proof cards. 

Figure 7 
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A CORRECTION TO LL POSTCARD NUMBERING 

Peter Mollett 

Members of the society may be aware that, for many years until 

my retirement in 2021, I had been a stamp dealer specialising in 

the stamps and, to a limited extent, the postal history of Great 

Britain and the Channel Islands.  Following a career of almost 

thirty years with Stanley Gibbons and redundancy and, 

together with my wife, I set about building my own business 

towards the end of 1993. 

In the course of my career, I had always believed it to be of 

prime importance to be able to refer to well-researched books, 

both in the course of seeking to purchase either single items or 

collections or later when preparing for sale items earlier 

purchased.  Thus it was that, over the years that I traded, I 

sought to build a comprehensive library of those books that I 

either knew from my earlier career would be of prime 

Figure 1 
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importance and value to me as works of reference or which 

later, in the course of trading, I came across and recognised as 

being worthy of acquisition with an eye to the future. 

One of the major tasks for any aspiring author of a work of 

reference, and here I am specifically thinking of a philatelist or 

postal historian, is that of being able to verify facts earlier 

acquired during the course of studying their chosen area of 

specialisation.  Aside such works of reference as they may have 

accumulated during their years of study there are places which 

they may well decide to visit in the course of further research 

including, for example, The British Library, The Postal 

Museum, The Public Records Office, etc.  In addition, the author 

will almost certainly seek to enlist the assistance and input of 

fellow specialists in their chosen subject and acknowledgement 

will in due course be given when the book is published. 

Just occasionally, although thankfully rarely, I have come across 

instances where too much reliance has been placed upon that 

information already in print, most often because the facts earlier 

presented are, or appear to be, either beyond reproach or else 

are visibly present and believable. At other times a close 

inspection of an item in the author’s collection may not 

seemingly contradict previously published facts. 

This last possible explanation for the occurrence of an error came 

to mind recently when I was in the process of integrating a small 

group of earlier purchased items into my collection of LL 

postcards of the Channel Islands.  Here I should confess that I am 

not as conversant with the LL numbers of the cards of Jersey as 

with those of Guernsey having only in recent years decided upon 

adding the cards of the former island to my collection.  I would 

also mention, and collectors of these cards will be aware, that in 
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the case of black and white cards in particular, it is occasionally 

very difficult if not impossible to read all of the inscription 

printed in black on the front of the card when such overlaps the 

image depicted thereon (Figure 1 above). 

Thus, when I came to add the Jersey LL card depicting 

“Highlands. – Collège de Jésuites (Aile gauche). / Jewish college (left 

wing).” (Figure 1 above) – incorrectly translated as a Jewish 

college when it was in fact run by the Jesuits – I needed to 

confirm the number.  Upon close inspection and with the aid of 

a strong magnifying glass – my eyesight occasionally needing 

such assistance these days – I thought the number to be 37.  As, 

from recollection, I had thought that it might be numbered in 

the 80s I referred to my copy of Bob Mallet’s excellent and fully 

illustrated work on the LL postcards of Jersey (Reference 2) 

which identified the card as being no. 87. However, a close 

examination of the of the card illustrated therein determined it 

to be in fact numbered 37.  I then decided to check both Stanley 

Newman’s listing of the LL postcards of the Channel Islands 

(Reference 1), the listing that got me started on collecting these 

most attractive of postcards, and finally the 

most recent and comprehensive of all 

published books dealing with the subject of 

LL postcards, that by John Wood listing all 

UK LL postcards (Reference 3).  Both of these 

publications do in fact identify the card as 

being numbered 87.  This would appear to 

suggest the perpetuation of an error over the years, all too easily 

acceptable when the subject of the error does not itself facilitate 

easy and accurate identification (Figure 2). 

Figure 2 
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I shall in the coming months have to carefully check the 

numbering of all of the cards in my collection although I have 

little doubt that I shall find another instance of accidental 

misnumbering. 

References: 

1. LL Postcards of the Channel Islands, Stanley Newman, Fifth 

edition, 2006. 

2. A Catalogue of Jersey Postcards, Published by Levy Sons & 

Co., Paris” Bob Mallet, 2014. 

3. LL1 - All the LL Postcards of the UK” by John Wood, 2017. 

 

 

 
 

To include many items of Channel Island interest:  
postcards, stamps, postal history, ephemera, German 

Occupation, banknotes, books, and coins. 
 

www.easyliveauction.com/channelislandsauctions 
 

For further information contact Norman Wilkinson 
e-mail: cia@cwgsy.net  phone: 07781 113463 

 

CHANNEL ISLANDS AUCTIONS 

http://www.easyliveauction.com/channelislandsauctions
mailto:cia@cwgsy.net


LES ILES NORMANDES 

Volume 44 No.1  43 

 



LES ILES NORMANDES 

44  Volume 44 No.1 
 

JERSEY and GUERNSEY 
 

A large stock of all issues from their first issues in 

October 1969 to date. Our stock includes mint, used, 

FDCs and Presentation Packs, also a large stock of pre-

independent issues of Occupation and Regionals. 

 

 
Send for our latest price list today 

(Free of charge) and see for yourself. 

 

 
We also stock C. I. Postal History & Postcards 

L.L. and Allix wants lists welcome 

 
 

G. ROBBE LTD., P.T.S. 
35, Mont Pelle, 

Tower Road 
ST Helier Jersey JE2 3LW 

TEL: 01534 723084 
e-mail: robbestamps@hotmail.com 
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Prices include postage and packing within the UK. 
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www.ciss.uk/publications 
 

Pioneer Aviation in the 

Channel Islands, Roger 

Harris, two volumes, 527pp, 

2020. £30.00 per volume or 

special members’ price 

£48.50 for both volumes.  

The German Occupation of the Channel 

Islands 1940-1945, Ron Brown, 2016, 

114pp, (A4), Handout to the Royal Philatelic 

Society London. Price now reduced to £15 

including postage and packing 

Delivered by the Hotel’s Care, Roger Harris, 

93pp, softback, 2022. The private postal service 

of the French Hotels in Jersey. £4.00 
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